
The Way They Weren’t.

By David Trunfull
(with the help of many others)

“Rileys with a different style of body to their original one, when they were new.”

Rileys



Introduction

❑While collecting photographs for my booklet on Australian 
Coach-built Rileys I discovered that I had many good photos 
of cars that I believed had “ a different style of body to the 
one they had, when they were new.”

❑ As Rileys were modified or updated from the early days, 
they are a part of the Riley world that I believe should be 
recorded. This presentation does not go into the pros and 
cons of the construction of them, but is purely a pictorial 
record of them. 
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❑ For some of the cars, all that is different to how they were 
originally constructed, is the body, while others also have 
modified and shortened chassis and mechanicals. Some use a 
newly constructed reproduction chassis.

❑Many of the photographs I have taken myself, some have been 
given to me, some have appeared in Riley magazines, and 
others I have copied from Facebook.   A grateful thankyou to 
those of you who have assisted me with the photographs.

❑ If I have made a statement about a car, I have either 
researched the information to the best of my ability, or I have 
been advised by people whose knowledge of Rileys I trust. lf I 
have made any mistakes, please accept my sincerest 
apologies.  
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This is a Side-Valve which was re-bodied 
by Martin and King in the 1930s. It looks 
like it should have a straight eight, rather 
than a 1.5 litre side-valve four. The body  
was for sale in the 1970s in the Blue 
Diamond. I don’t think there were any 
buyers.

The updating of an earlier chassis, with a 
later style body was quite common in the 
1930s and 1940s. Some re-styles were 
more successful than others.

48/02/2021

Photo:John Mole collection.

Photo: Blue Diamond
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XR56

XR58

This car was 2-seater, that the owner 
converted into a 4-seat tourer to 
accommodate his growing family.

I haven’t got much information about 
this car or the next two, but I think 
that they are vintage tourers that have 
been updated with a 1930s style body.

Photo: Blue Diamond 2009

Photo: Blue Diamond 2009
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608032

XR57

This car is photographed outside the 
Commonwealth Government Marine 
Engine Works in Port Melbourne in 
1957.

Photo: Blue Diamond 2009 

Photo: Blue Diamond 2009 



This car started with just a bare chassis 
(60557), and parts were collected  
from several cars. It has a fabric body 
on it, as does the one below.

This car is on a shortened 
chassis. 

7

60557

6010178

8/02/2021

Photo: Brian Graham
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These well known and 
travelled Riley Nines have 
owner designed and very 
practical body work.

XR7

XR23

Photo:Phil Evans



605907

98/02/2021

6018225

Photo: Brian Graham Oct. 2020

This car was constructed in N.S.W. 
but came to Victoria.

This is another car 
whose basis was a 
bare chassis



608691

10

An excited potential owner rang me once to 
say that he had found a “Brooklands” in 
Queensland. I suggested to him that for the 
price that was being asked for it, it was 
probably unlikely. He proceeded with the 
purchase and completed its construction. 

This car was completed by 
the son  of Barney Dentry.

8/02/2021

XR3



609601
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These two cars are reproductions of the 
James Flood bodied Nines, that competed in 
the 1932 Monte Carlo Rally, driven by Jean 
Robertson and Kath Howell, and Captain Pat 
Morice. The one on the left is now in Europe.

These cars are built on Mark lV chassis, rather 
than the Mark lV Plus chassis of the cars that 
competed in the Rally.

8/02/2021

XR11

Photo: Coachbuild.com

Photo: John Mole
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Photo: Riley Gazette 2020

What was this driver 
looking at?

8/02/2021

XR32

6013289

Photo: John Mole Collection

This Nine to me has a French look.
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XR9

XR52

Photo: John Mole Collection

Photo: John Mole  Colllection

This car has a Nine 
chassis, but has a 12/4 
engine.



14

This article about the Rizzo special is 
from Australian Motor Sports in 
1947. The article states that the 
engine is a 12/4, the differential is 
from a Riley 9, and the chassis was 
constructed using parts from a 
highly modified 1935 Standard 
married to bits of an Austin 16 
Would you still call it a Riley?

8/02/2021
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This photo was taken outside the 
Tasmanian Parliament in 1989 on 
our Club’s first trip to Tasmania. 
Unfortunately I didn’t get any 
details of the car.

8/02/2021

XR5

XR64 Photo: Arthur Babbington?

This is a more recent photo of the Rizzo special
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These two cars were built by a Victorian 
Club member in the 1970s and 80s. The 
photo on the left was taken at the 
James Flood Antique Automobile Show 
in 1975,where I had a part time job.

This car was based 
on a Merlin 9 
chassis.

8/02/2021

XR6

XR12



8/02/2021 17

XR34

Photo: RMCA Gazette 2020

26F4654? 

Photo: John Mole
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The next three cars were 
constructed using a reproduction 
“Brooklands” type chassis

8/02/2021

XR26

XR30

Photo: Phil Evans

Photo: Phil Evans

6016558??
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XR29

Photo:Ean McDowell

607115 Photo: Noel Wyatt

This car is now in 
Europe



This Nine is now powered by a 12/4 
engine and was developed and raced 
widely by its previous owner.

Previously it had been made into a “mud 
bash” special in the 1960s. The keen eyed 
should be able to recognise a couple of 
members in this photo.

208/02/2021

6013033

Photo: Graeme Pinkney
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Photo: John Mole collection

XR40 Nuffield FB Page 21 May 2020 by Ken Devine

6018281

This is a Western Australian Car

The creator of this car once 
owned a genuine Brooklands, 
bodied by James Flood.
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6019548

Photo: Brian Graham

6010504

Photo: Brian Graham

This was built in N.S.W., 
but now lives in 
Bendigo.
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This car was photographed at a Concours at 
Wattle Park in the 1980s.

Photo: Matthew French

This car was 
photographed at 
Lakeside Raceway QLD 
in the 1980s.
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This car has a Plus or Plus Ultra series chassis but 
a later body was fitted on it, most likely from a Le 
Mans Sport Tourer.  It was assembled in the 
weeks prior to this Warwick Farm race meeting in 
1965. (Info: Bob Winley Dec. 2020) 

XR62 Photo: Barry Hickson

XR33 Photo: Riley Gazette Jan 2020
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XR38 Queensland Vintage Car mag via Nuffield cars in Aus.FB page

XR15

Photo: Matthew French

These are Queensland based cars.

The basis for this car was a 
Kestrel 9, that had been 
bought by a previous owner to 
assist with the restoration of 
his Lynx. 
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I photographed this car in the rain at the 
Ballarat Rally, and didn’t note what or 
whose  it was. 

Photo: Matthew French

XR1

XR1

Recently Matthew French posted the photo of the car 
on the right on Facebook, and I thought it looked very 
similar to the one above. We concluded that it was 
the same car, and it was built in Queensland, came to 
Victoria, and is now in the U.K.



This Nine was updated by the father of a well 
known N.S.W. member in the 1950s. It later 
came to Victoria, and is now in New Zealand. 
This photo was taken in Queensland, but the car 
is known to have travelled widely across 
Australia.

This car was constructed  in the 
1980s. This photo was taken at the 
Geelong Sprints.
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6019360

6013034

8/02/2021

Photo: Matthew French



This car started life as a Le Mans Sports 
Tourer, which was a Riley model produced 
in Australia. This car is now believed to be 
in W.A.

The photo on the right is similar 
to what the car above would 
have looked like when it was 
new.  (It is pictured at Warwick 
Farm race track.)                                

28

6020702 Photo: Barry Hickson

8/02/2021
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This tourer was created using the 
chassis of the roadster below. The 
roadster body was built by Bolton’s of 
Perth. 

6022182

6022182

8/02/2021

6022182

6022182 Photo RMCWA

Photo: John McNair
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These photographs show how a car can be 
developed over time, in an effort to remain 
competitive. I have read that Barney Dentry 
entered the car on the left, as the “Dentry 
Special” in races in the 1930s, even though it is 
still essentially a Riley Brooklands.

Photo: The Sandringham and District Historical Society. 8062

8062Photo: Bryan Mole Collection

This is the same car in earlier 
times when it had a fabric body



I believe this car started life as a steel bodied Australian 
version of a Monaco. After an accident, Barney Dentry 
converted it into a utility for his garage. The current owner 
converted it into this coupé.  It now looks similar to photos I 
have seen of Australian built coupés, none of which seem to 
have survived.

This photo of the Dentry “ute” was taken at a Concours 
held at Dorset Gardens Hotel in the 1980s. In the 1960s 
it was owned by the Riley Motor Club of Vic., and the 
signage on the door was still visible, when I first saw the 
car in the 1970s.

318/02/2021

6022334

6022334
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Photo: Arthur Hilliard

6027664

Many years ago this Imp had its original body removed 
and an RMB engine was installed. Later it is believed that 
an Autovia V8 engine was fitted. (Source: The Riley Imp by John Gathercole 

1988)

The original Imp body of 6027664, was 
fitted to a lightweight reproduction 
chassis in the 1950s, by Jack Downing.

Photo: Matthew French

8/02/2021

XR14



8/02/2021 33

XR2

XR16

This car used the 
Sprite S27S6356 for 
its inspiration. 

This car is reproduction of a Riley Imp, 
and is from Victoria.

Photo: Matthew French



S27S6356
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These cars appear on the “Shannon’s 
Club” website. The owner states that 
it “was the only Sprite manufactured 
with MPH style guards and was 
imported in 1938.”

He also states that chassis S27S6356 has 
been re-bodied with the T.T. style body 
above. The chassis on the right, now appears 
to have the Sprite body fitted on what I 
assume is a reproduction chassis.

8/02/2021

Photo: Shannon’s Club Website.

Photo: Shannon’s Club Website.
XR16
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S27S6356

S27S6356

These are photos of S27S6356 in 
earlier times. The photo on the left 
was taken at a Victorian Concours at 
Dorset Gardens in the 1970s.

The photo on the right was 
taken at a pre-War Riley Motor 
Club event at Bacchus Marsh in 
September 1937. 

8/02/2021

Photo courtesy of Museum Victoria
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On the Shannon’s Club website, the owner calls this 
chassis a “Riley Sprite Replica Project”. He states that it 
is an “ exact replica chassis, jigged from my original 
Riley Sprite” (chassis number S27S6356) He also states 
that the “ blue chassis pictured is “ of an identical 
replica chassis assembled to driveable stage for the 
owner of an original Sprite body. 

This is an original Sprite body imported 
into Queensland without a chassis.

Photo: Matthew French

Photo: Shannon’s Club Website.



22T994

378/02/2021

This car is a T.T. Sprite reproduction 
currently being built in N.S.W. 

Photo: David Pagano, FB Sept. 2020

22T1603
Photo: Geoff Burford BD Nov.2018

This car is built on a 
22T chassis. 
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22T1332

Photo: Brian Graham

Photo: Brian Graham

XR55



This car is based on an 
Adelphi 12/4 chassis.

44T2348

398/02/2021

26A4375

This car was built in N.S.W. on a 1935 6 
cylinder chassis. A 2½ Litre engine was 
fitted. This has now been replaced by a 
1½ litre one.

Photo: John Lakeland
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A man from Orange built this roadster 
from a Kestrel in the 1940’s. He 
shortened its chassis by twelve inches. 
Even though the car was only about ten 
years old, his reason for rebodying the 
car, was its poor condition. 

8/02/2021

Photo: Riley Gazette 2020
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XR37 FB_IMG_1584352236073

This 12/4 based car is 
photographed in Tasmania, but I 
think it may have been built in 
Melbourne.

XR60 British Cars in Australia FB page 7 Dec 2020
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This is a 6 Cylinder based car from N.S.W.

XR47

Photo: 119444605_2787830291504416_6470660929697820384_n

Photo: 119064677_10160109406419128_3163960838525018082_n
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26M4051

Photo: Brian Gannon

This car was built from the rusty 
remains of the 12/4 Merlin below. I 
believe it is now in Malaysia

Photo: Matthew French
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This 12/4 engined car was 
built in S.A., but is now 
located in Queensland.

I have been told that the 
owner of this car has the 
12/4 engine from the Rizzo 
Special.

XR39

Photo: John Lakeland

XR45

Photo: Shannon’s Club website
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XR61 Photo: John Mole Collection.

This Nine special was built in the 1960s, and I believe 
the photo below is also of the same car. It is believed to 
have later been in an accident, so it probably no longer 
exists.

XR61 Photo: Chester McKaige



44T2718

38KX1090

468/02/2021

This MPH evocation and its owner, I am sure needs no 
introduction. Its owner also built the car on the previous 
page.

This car started life as a Blue Streak Kestrel. 

Photo: Country Motor 2020
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44T1186

This 6 cylinder car has a supercharger.

47K3167

Photo: Shannon’s Club Website

This car is based on a  
15/6 chassis. It was a 6-
light Kestrel  found in a 
swamp in Singapore.
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29S8471

This car was once a 1939 Nuffield 
saloon, similar to if not the one 
pictured below.

29S8471
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Photo: Coral S. Jones  Facebook 2020

8/02/2021

Post-War Cars

Photo: Graeme Pinkney

This chassis of this RMB based racing car is believed to 
be the only one that was imported as a bare chassis, 
and it was fitted with a body built by Head Brothers, of  
Murrumbeena. The photo on the right was taken at 
Calder Sprints in the 1960s, after it had lost the Head 
built body.  

58S3806

58S3806
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This is 58S3806 with its 
original  Head Bros. body, 
shown competing at Rob Roy 
Hill Climb.

58S3806 FB_IMG_1600211244126

This photo was taken at the 
Head Bros. workshop in 
Murrumbeena, while the 
car was being built.

58S3806



40S18609
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40S18609

This coupé was originally a RMA 
sedan, which was then converted into 
a ute.

I took this photo of it in 
its ute form, at a 
Moorabbin wrecking 
yard, in the 1970s.
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These two  cars were 
built in Queensland.

39S17373

Photo: Matthew FrenchXN25



41S19969

40S18776

538/02/2021

These two 1½ Litre based dropheads were 
built in the 1990s, by a well-known RMCA 
member in N.S.W.  Their  front guards and 
bonnets are off a RMB, which makes them 
look more like a genuine RMD, even though 
they are built on a 1½ chassis.

RME23156 Photo: Brian Parkinson

The car on the right was 
built in 1993, and the 
one above in 1995.
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XN28 Riley Record Jan 2020

57S2762

This photo was taken at the 
Beechworth National Rally.
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This RMA was converted into a four door tourer. It is 
pictured at the Riley 100 year Celebration in Glen Iris, but 
it is now in a museum in N.S.W.

This RMA based car was built in the 1960s in 
Adelaide, by an ex Ferrari employee. 
It is made in steel.   

XN27
Photo: Riley Gazette

40S18776



41S18550
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41S18550

This RMA roadster, was initially 
built in the form shown in the lower 
photo. Subsequent owners re-
imagined it as the car in the photo 
on the left.

Photo: M.Harman
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XN1 Photo: Torque Tube

XN12 Andrew Purnell. Classic British Cars in Australia FB Page (Feb. 2020)

This RMA based car has one of the 
neatest looking hoods, I have seen on a 
converted sedan.
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59S4315

This reproduction of a Drophead is 
very hard to distinguish from a 
Factory built car. 

59S6953

The inspiration for the building of this car 
was a “Blue Diamond” article in the 1970s, 
about what the factory built roadster should 
have looked like. 
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This was built by Ron Evans in the early 1950s. Ron used the 
mechanical components of a wrecked Riley 2½ in its 
construction. The diff. was mounted independently in a front 
suspension cradle, using brackets welded to brake backing 
plates, and splined shafts with universal joints at each end. 
Input to the diff was via a transfer box, made by his company 
RVM Engineering. The body was the first racing car in 
Australia to use a fibreglass body which, was reportedly 
quite heavy (Notes: courtesy of Arthur Babbington.) 

This is an earlier version of the car prior to it having 
the fibreglass body fitted. The fabric body was once 
on a Hudson special that was colloquially called “the 
Petticoat Special.”

Photo: Graham Howard.
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60S6029 Photo by G & M Harman

XN3 RMB Special (NSW) TT  Mittagong 2014

I first saw this car at 
Warwick Farm Race-
track in about 1974.
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XN2 FB_IMG_1543313611412 (20)

This car on is the well known shortened 2½ of 
Bob Healey. From the several photos I have seen 
of it, it appears to be a bit of a handful.

XN2 Photo:DPT
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This car was created in the 1980s, in the 
form shown below.

60S7207

Photo: FB 2020

Photo: Cliff  Goodman

60S7207
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This car is a reproduction of a 
Rheinboldt and Christie 
drophead.

This reproduction Drophead from 
Queensland, uses genuine Factory 
RMD doors.

XN15

61S8952

Photo: Matthew French
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This car was converted into a station 
wagon in N.S.W. in the 1960s, using the 
roof of a Holden FC. It is now in Tasmania 
and unfortunately has been in a fire.

XN17 Photo: Phil Soden

XN17 Photo: Phil Soden
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XN6

RMF10601

I took this photo of a RMB based 
car at the Caloundra Rally a couple 
of years ago

This car was photographed at 
the 2019 Kalorama Rally.



8/02/2021 66

XN30

Although this car has a 
pre-war look it is built 
on a 1948 RMB chassis.

XN23 FB Ashok Singh Adelaide 121304482_181258300197392_7587556625620546685_n
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XN24

Photo: David Clash

The car on the left is the prototype Devaux 
coupé (Car 001) It is built on a shortened Riley 
RM chassis, and fitted with a 3.4 litre  Jaguar 
engine and Moss Gearbox. The car on the right 
is Car 004 and is built on a specially 
constructed chassis. 

A modified Riley dash 
was also used in Car 001

P
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XN12

XN13 FB_IMG_1598408816738 (2)

Photo: RMCA Gazette 2020

This South Australian car, 
also has a Pathfinder engine, 
and has been competing for 
many years.

This car has a Pathfinder motor and gearbox, and it 
retains the right hand gear change.
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XN5

XN11
Photo: RMCA Gazette 2020

This A.C.T. car was a 
regular participant at 
rallies in the 1980s.



708/02/2021

XN7

XN20

This incomplete car was 
advertised in the Blue 
Diamond in 2016 for $2000.  

This coupé was trailered to 
the 2019 S.A. rally from 
Queensland.

Photo: Blue Diamond
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XN10

This car has the roof of a 1970s 
Mazda 808 Coupe welded on to it.

39S17357

Photo:Brian Graham
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XN8 Photo: Pat Marshall Cormack

This period photo taken in the 1950s at 
the Blanchetown punt on the Murray 
river, shows a 2½ that has had its roof 
removed.

XN29 FB Adelaide Remembers When

This 2½ based racing car, now in N.S.W., 
was in W.A.
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This Pathfinder engined car was listed on our 2006 
Club membership as being a 57  Special.

XN9

XN22

This unfinished 
Pathfinder project 
has been around for 
many years.

Photo: Brian Graham
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Conclusion

I think this presentation demonstrates the wide variety of Rileys 
in Australia that have a different style of body than the original 
one. I hope it will be useful in identifying some of the cars in the 
future. Many of these cars wouldn’t have survived at all, if it 
wasn’t for the efforts of their owners. There are likely to be many 
more out there. 
Our Clubs’ Registrars have much information about our cars, 
including these ones, and are therefore a valuable resource we 
can use to find out more about a specific car. 
I hope you found the presentation of some interest.


